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Western Civilizations - Course expectations and requirements
Course description

This course will cover the history of Western Civilization from The Middle Ages to WWII.  There are several re-occurring themes that we will focus on throughout the year.  The themes include:  Geography, conflict, politics, literature, art, architecture and contributions to our culture (a detailed syllabus is attached).

Supplies
Textbook – textbooks must be covered at all times.  You are expected to have your textbook each day, unless instructed otherwise.  
Pen or Pencil – bring two.  Pencils will be sharpened before class.
Other materials – Bring only what you need to class.  If possible, leave book bags in your locker.

Grading

You will be graded on a point system.  Grades will be earned on tests, quizzes, projects, writing assignments, class work and homework.

Quizzes – there will be at least one quiz every two weeks.  Quizzes will be worth 10 - 30 points.  They may or may not be announced.  If you are absent on a quiz day you will be expected to make it up on the day you return.

Tests – there will be approximately two tests each marking period.  Tests will be worth 31 - 100 points.  Tests will be announced at least three school days in advance.  If you are absent on test day you will be expected to make it up the day you return.  If you are absent anytime after the test date is announced and before the test, you are still expected to take the test on the scheduled date.

Projects – you will be required to complete a project for each major unit.  The projects vary and usually include many choices for topics and format.
Late Work –I expect all work to be handed in on time.  Late work will be accepted for 1 day and will receive ½ credit.  After 1 day, the work becomes a zero and cannot be made up.

A few helpful tips:

*WRITE DOWN ALL OF YOUR ASSIGNMENTS

*READ ALL ASSIGNED MATERIALS

*DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO START PROJECTS

*IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION OR CONCERN, ASK ME RIGHT AWAY

*CHECK SKYWARD OFTEN
Technology – This class offers many opportunities for students to use and expand their knowledge of technology.  Students are responsible for treating the equipment with care and using the technology for class related activities.  Each student will be assigned a laptop for use during computer based assignments.  Students are expected to return the computer at the end of class in the same condition as it was when they received it.  Students are required to report any damage or vandalism to their computer immediately or they will be held responsible for those damages in accordance with the Vandalism/Care of School Property clause. This clause can be found in the student handbook.  We will be using the class Desire2Learn website this year for some in class activities and also as an extension of the classroom.
Extra Help – make arrangements with me if you are having trouble.  I will make time to help you.
COURSE OUTLINE

The following outline lays out some of the big topics we will study this year.  As we tackle each unit of study we will make note of key questions, events, topics, personalities and terms.  

We will start in the 10th century and conclude our studies around the mid-twentieth century.  This will trace the development of the modern Western world from it origins in the Renaissance to the Second World War.  The course will dovetail with the sophomore course in American history which focuses upon the 20th and 21st centuries.  

· Basic Geography and the Geography of Europe

· The Later Middle Ages (Introduction) – 10th - 14th Century
· Chapters 8 -11

· The Renaissance & Reformation – 15th & 16th Centuries
· Chapters 12 - 13

· The Age of Exploration & Scientific Revolution – 16th & 17th Centuries

· Chapters 14 & 16
· The Age of Absolutism – 17th & 18th Centuries

· Chapter 15
· The Enlightenment – 17th & 18th Centuries

· Chapter 15 (pages 426-430)

· Chapter 17
· The Age of Revolution – 18th Century

· Chapter 19
· Napoleonic Europe – 19th Century

· Chapter 19
MID-TERM EXAM
· The Industrial Revolution – 18th & 19th Centuries

· Chapters 20
· The Revolutions of 1830 & 1848 – 19th Century

· Chapter 21
· Nationalism & The Unification of Germany and Italy – 19th Century

· Chapter 22
· Industrial Society – 19th Century

· Chapter 23
· The Age of Imperialism – 19th Century

· Chapter 24
· World War I – 20th Century

· Chapter 25
· The Russian Revolution – 20th Century

· Chapter 25
· The Global Great Depression – 20th Century

· Chapter 26
· The Rise of Fascism – 20th Century

· Chapter 26
· World War II – 20th Century
· Chapter 27

FINAL ESSAY AND EXAM
The Rules

Please learn and follow the rules set forth below.  If we all can do this, the year will be fun and productive.

RULE #1:  RESPECT EACH OTHER!  Respect the thoughts and ideas of others.  Do not make fun of others and NO PUT DOWNS!  Do not talk over others.  You can’t expect respect unless you give it first.

RULE #2:  BE PREPARED EACH DAY WITH THE PROPER MATERIALS AND BE READY TO LEARN!  I think that one explains itself.

RULE #3:  GET TO CLASS ON TIME!  If you’re late, you better have a pass.  Everyone has 4 minutes to get from class to class.  No more, no less.

RULE #4:  EXPRESS YOURSELF AND YOUR IDEAS!  Class will be very boring if people don’t speak, argue and question the things we talk about.  Share your thoughts and you’ll find you know more than you thought!

RULE #5: THERE IS NO EXTRA CREDIT!  Extra credit is all too often abused and used as an excuse not to complete required work.  Do the work I assign you to the best of your ability and all will be well.  

RULE #6:  IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION, ASK IT!  There are no dumb questions.  I can’t answer the questions you don’t ask and I can’t help you with the problems you don’t tell me about.

RULE #7:  READ!  WRITE!  History is about reading and writing.  The more you do of both, the better you will be at both.  Read the assigned materials, read for pleasure, read the news, read the back of the cereal box – JUST READ!  

RULE #8:  ABSENT?  CHECK WITH ME.  You are responsible to check in about missed work, rescheduled tests and projects.  When you get back to class, see me right away.

