History of Film

Mr. Fox


Welcome to History of Film

Over the course of the semester, we will be viewing and analyzing some of the most influential cinematic works in film history. Our goal is not only to gain an understanding and appreciation of each of these works as separate entities, but also to construct an historical perspective in terms of how they fit into our society. Film is an integral part of our culture. It is an art form that not only reflects who we are as a people, but partially shapes our collective consciousness. To an extent, film tells us where we have been, where we are and where we are headed. We will learn to watch film with a critical eye and to ponder the intricacies inherent within these cinematic works. 

During this course you will be responsible for doing the following:

· Film Watching – We will observe film and listen to dialogue both actively and critically. We must maintain an open mind and pay careful attention to detail as we watch.
· Journal Writing – You will be required to respond informally in writing to every film that we watch. Think about, plot, visual representation, dialogue and affective content as you outline your personal reaction to each film. Keeping written documentation of your thoughts and ideas is imperative to our success.

· Discussion – After watching a film, or perhaps even a segment of a film, be prepared to discuss with clarity and insight that which you have seen. Your journals will be instrumental in terms of making this a thought-provoking part and meaningful part of our class. We will at all times maintain an atmosphere in which we respect one another’s ideas and opinions and welcome the contributions of our classmates. 
· Formal Essay – You will need to construct a variety of well organized, thoughtful written essays, through which you analyze and interpret key aspects of the films we view. Essays will focus both on various films as they exist unto themselves, as well as how they fit as one piece of an historical puzzle.
· Projects – We will engage in a variety of creative endeavors in which we use technology, artwork, the written word as well as other instruments in order to construct meaning and make sense of that which we see on the screen. You will work both individually and in groups on such endeavors.
· Notes – We will review key background information regarding each film prior to viewing it. We may have an occasional quiz or test regarding this objective knowledge.

List of Films Eligible for Study (chronologically listed):

The Great Train Robbery

Dr. Strangelove

The General



Night of the Living Dead

The Lady Vanishes


Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid

The Wizard of Oz


Star Wars

The Maltese Falcon


The Breakfast Club

Casablanca



The Shawshank Redemption

From Here to Eternity


Fargo

On The Waterfront


Shrek

12 Angry Men



Crash

North By Northwest


Slumdog Millionaire
Approximate Grading Per Marking Period:

Journal Entries – 50pts.

Essays – 4 x 50 = 200
Projects – 4 x 50 = 200pts.
Tests 1 x 50 – 50 pts.
Total: 500pts. 

Your grade for this course will be determined based on points accumulated out of a total of approximately 500pts. Exact point totals and assignments are subject to change.
