9 Honors

Mr. Fox


Welcome to English 9: Honors
“Show a fair presence, and put off these frowns / An ill-beseeming semblance for a feast.” (William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, I.5 77-76).

Over the course of the year, we will be reading some of the most intriguing examples of English literature.  We will intellectually dive into the elite form of the written word, examining what we find in hopes of discovering new ideas and complex meaning. Through discussion, critical analysis and writing, we will attempt not only to answer questions, but to create inquiry. We will learn how to thoughtfully ponder and critically examine that which lies before us.  Your thoughts and ideas are crucial to our learning. It is extremely important that you come to class prepared, ready to share your thoughts as well as listen to those of others. In order to succeed in this course, you must put forth your best effort. 
Before we begin, I pose to you the following question:


About what are you passionate?
In order to truly make sense of that which we read, we must connect it to our own lives. We must understand how the literature speaks to us specifically. Therefore we must have an awareness of our own passions and bring those passions with us to our studies. 
Readings:
Yearlong: Independent Reading – to be done both in and out of class.
1st Marking Period

· Summer Assignment – Literature Circle, analysis and project

· Lord of the Flies – William Golding - Novel

· Poetry – drawn from Patterns in Literature and other sources 
2nd Marking Period

· Poetry Unit - continued

· Lost Horizon – Novel – James Hilton
· Research Project – accompanying Lost Horizon
3rd Marking Period

· Selected Short Stories – Drawn from Patterns in Literature
· Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare – Elizabethan Drama
· Thesis – Driven Research Essay (Derived from analysis of R&J)

4th Marking Period

· A Tale of Two Cities, - Charles Dickens - Novel Excerpts
· Cut – Patricia McCormick – Modern Novel
I sincerely wish you all a productive, enjoyable, and challenging year as you begin your high school careers. We have a great deal of work ahead of us. Do not hesitate to come to see me regarding questions, problems, or concerns. I am here to help and to guide you in your language arts endeavors.  
