Journalism

Mr. Fox


Welcome to Journalism

Course Overview: 

The primary goal of this course is to teach the fundamentals of writing in an effective professional journalistic style. Through careful practice and analysis, you will be able to construct news articles that draw the attention of the reader. More importantly, you will be able to report to that reader the events of a story in a responsible non-biased fashion. In practicing the skills necessary to achieve such proficiency, we, as a class, will come to a better understanding of exactly what journalism is and what it means to be a journalist. Furthermore, we will become more aware of the mass media and its effect on our every day lives.

Topics to be covered: 

1. Defining journalism – Newspapers, Magazines, “The News.”

2. Writing in News English - Developing a professional newspaper style.

3. Journalistic integrity and responsibility – Reporting the news accurately, Avoiding slander and libel.

4.  Creating reader interest – Answering the 5 W’s and H.

5. Gathering information – Interviews, Quotes, Developing a “nose for news.”

6. Writing your lead – The most important part of your article.

7. Constructing the body of your Article – Inverted pyramid, Chronological, Composite.

8. In-depth interpretive articles – The large complex story.

9. The school newspaper – On campus reporting.

10. Specialty articles – Music, Sports etc..

11. The electronic media – Radio, Television.

12. Evaluating today’s media – Detecting biases, The power of the media. 

13. Constructing a Newspaper – editing, formatting, evaluating.

Grading and Expectations

This is not a lecture course. You will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss pertinent topics. Also, a large portion of class time will be devoted to writing.  You are expected to come with energy and ideas, prepared to hone your craft. Below is a list of the kinds of assignments you will see and their approximate point values. The total points allocated per marking period may vary depending on circumstances. 

1. Reading Articles – Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, you are to read and bring to class an article from a major newspaper (Philadelphia Inquirer, New York Times etc.). I will collect the articles and return them the following day. Articles must be current. 

2. Writing Assignments – Every week you will be assigned at least one writing project.  Projects will range from small one-paragraph leads to in-depth articles. You will have class time to work on these assignments.  However, you will be responsible for gathering information through various forms of research.

3. Activities – Approximately once a week, you will participate in activities that allow you to practice skills pertaining to the construction of a newspaper. We will work on areas such as editing, formatting, gathering of pertinent images, and evaluating articles in a professional and objective manner.  

4. Reading Text – we will utilize the textbook Press Time in order to build a solid foundation of terminology. Also, we will read and review excerpts pertaining to important concepts. 
Point Values:

Reading Articles – 2pts. Each x 25 = 50pts.

Writing Assignments –  30- 50pts. Each x 5 – 6 = 250 - 300pts. (approx.)

Activities –  20pts. Each x 2-3 = 40-60pts. (approx.)

Quizzes – 30pts. Each x 2-3 = 90pts. (approx)

Total point value per marking period:  500 pts.  (approx)
