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Crime and Justice
mdefusco@ojrsd.com
Crime and Justice - Course expectations and requirements
Course description

This elective course will cover the American legal system, focusing on crime, and the legal and social ramifications.  This is an academic course – you are expected to perform at a high level on assignments, projects and in class discussions.  
The course will focus on the following:

History (Crime, law, etc.)
Crime (Definition, causes, levels)
Trials 
Corrections (sentences for crimes)
Historically important people and cases in law
Current issues and cases in crime and justice

Class Rules

In order to maintain a positive learning environment, the following rules must be followed in this class:

1. Be on time (In the room -  not standing outside)
2. Arrive prepared for the day’s lesson

3. Bring all required materials to class

4. You may only leave the room in the case of an emergency

5. Show respect for everyone in the classroom

6. All other school rules apply

Consequences for not following the above rules will include some or all of the following:

1. Verbal warning

2. Student teacher conference

3. Phone call to your parents/guardians

4. Detention/Saturday Detention

5. Referral to administration – Inside/outside suspension

Textbook – We will occasionally use the text in class.  You will also be asked to read print and on-line articles as part of this class
Bring only what you need to class.  If possible, leave book bags in your locker.

Grading

You will be graded on a point system.  Grades will be earned on presentations, tests, quizzes, projects, writing assignments, class work, class participation and homework.

Quizzes – Quizzes will be worth 10 - 25 points.  They may or may not be announced.  If you are absent on a quiz day you will be expected to make it up on the day you return.

Tests –  Tests will be worth 30 - 100 points.  Tests will be announced at least three school days in advance.  If you are absent on test day you will be expected to make it up the day you return.  If you are absent anytime after the test date is announced and before the test, you are still expected to take the test on the scheduled date. 
Late Work –I expect all work to be handed in on time.  Late work will be accepted for 1 day and will receive ½ credit.  After 1 day, the work becomes a zero and cannot be made up.

Class Participation – Discussion is important in this class.  Positive and negative contributions to the class will affect your marking period grade.  Attendance figures in here as well – It is hard to participate if you are not here. 

Field Trips/Guest Speakers – This class will include at least one field trip and several guest speakers.  Ask intelligent questions and make them feel welcome.
Book Review – You are required to read a book of your choosing (with teacher approval) that relates to Crime and Justice.  You will summarize, review and relate the book to what was learned in class.

Grading Rubric

The following rubric outlines the basic criteria upon which student performance and class work will be evaluated in all subject areas.  In an effort to clarify expectations of academic rigor and maintain consistency in grading, all teachers will use this rubric as guide to determining student achievement.  

	Grade
	Description

	
	

	A (92-100)

	· Student work achieves superior clarity, originality, and depth of thought and analysis about the subject.

	
	· Student work demonstrates both excellence in effort and mastery of skills, and a deep grasp of prior knowledge; uses that knowledge to create new ideas.

	
	· Student work is virtually free of error.

	
	

	B (83-91)
	· Student work demonstrates an above average effort and mastery of skills.

	
	· Student work is comprehensive, coherent, and logically organized.

	
	· Student work contains few errors.

	
	

	C (74-82)
	· Student work exhibits inconsistent effort and preparation for classroom activities. 

	
	· Student work meets minimal requirements. 

	
	· Student work little or no original thought. 

	
	· Student work contains more than a few errors.

	
	

	D (65-73)

	· Student work is weak on every level: organization, presentation, and in ideas, arguments, and descriptions.

	
	· Student work contains many errors.

	
	

	F (below 64)
	· Student work is unacceptable. 

	
	· Student work may indicate a lack of knowledge, effort and/or skills. 

	
	· Student work is plagiarized or based on cheating. 

	
	· Student work is consistently missing or incomplete.


Extra Help – make arrangements with me if you are having trouble.  I can be available before or after school by appointment.
Technology – This class offers many opportunities for students to use and expand their knowledge of technology.  Students are responsible for treating the equipment with care and using the technology for class related activities.  Each student will be assigned a laptop for use during computer based assignments.  Students are expected to return the computer at the end of class in the same condition as it was when they received it.  Students are required to report any damage or vandalism to their computer immediately or they will be held responsible for those damages in accordance with the Vandalism/Care of School Property clause. This clause can be found in the student handbook.
